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Is Rose's fate to kill the person she loves most? It's springtime at St. Vladimir's Academy, and Rose

Hathaway is this close to graduation. Since Mason's death, Rose hasn't been feeling quite right.

She has dark flashbacks in the middle of practice, can't concentrate in class, and has terrifying

dreams about Lissa. But Rose has an even bigger secret .... She's in love with Dimitri. And this time,

it-s way more than a crush. Then Strigoi target the academy in the deadliest attack in Moroi history,

and Dimitri is taken. Rose must protect Lissa at all costs, but keeping her best friend safe could

mean losing Dimitri forever...
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A little background... I am in my mid 20's and a high school teacher who loves to read when I can

but doesn't get much time to do it in. I picked up the twilight series a year ago at a students request

and was pleasantly surprised. Once the series was finished I needed another one! Before Twilight I

had not been into teen romance/ fantasy books especially with vampires and such. I saw a book-list

of recommendations by Twilight followers and picked up the "House of Night" series by PC Cast.



This was worth reading and I am waiting for the next book to come. My husband now calls me

addicted to Vamps since I started looking for a new series to pick up. I was strongly recommended

to pick up the Vampire Academy series by my 20 year old sister who has always been a fan of this

genre of books.Wow! I loved this series, I know I might get some backlash on this from serious

twilighters out there but I would say this is a close second to twilight though it has a very different

storyline/plot. I love the background Richelle Mead gives her characters even ones that don't seem

to significant at first. Rose is an amazing self conflicted character to read about. A young but

amazing heroine conflicted between her life duty/purpose to protect her best friend Lissa, a last in

her family royal, or choose another "alluring" path. Rose is a woman coming into her own through

the series having to deal with self conflictions while those around her often idolize her more than

she likes. Oh, and the fact that there is a gorgeous & lethal male "mentor" named Dimitri in it doesn't

hurt! In this latest installment things heat up between a few characters and hard decisions are made

that will touch everyone in the long run.I have enjoyed each of the books but "Shadow Kiss" is what

I would call the best in series so far.
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